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THE INTER-STATT. RIVER WATER DISPUTES ACT, 1956
33 OF 1956'

(As modified up to 6% August, 2002 )
[ 28" August, 1956 ]

Al Act to provide for the adjudication of disputes relating (o
walters of inter-Stale rivers and river valleys,

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Scventh Year of the

L Republic of Indig as follows: -
33 | E:’I;r This Act may be called the Inter-State River Water Short title and
of Disputes Act, 1956 exrent

1956 (7)1t extends to whole of India.
2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, - Definitions

(@) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this
Act:

(b) "Tribunal" neans a Water Disputes Iribunal constituted
under section 4

(¢) "water dispute” meang any dispute or difference between
WO or more State Governments with respect to -

&En (1) the use, distribution or control of the waters of or
in, any inter-State river or river valley: or

(11) the interpre:atm_n of the terms of any agreement
relating to the use, distribution or control of such
faters or the implementation of such agreement: or

(1) the levy of any water rate in contravention of the
prohibition contained in seclion 7,




3. If it appears 10 the Government of any Stale that a water Complaints by
dispute with the Government of another State has arisen or is State

or of any of the inhabitants thereof, in the waters of an inter- (g water

(@) any executive action or legislation (aken or passed, or
Proposed to be taken or passed, by the other State; or

(b) the failure of the other Siate or any authority therein to
exercise any of thejr powers with respect to (he use,
distribution or control of such waters: or

(¢} the failwe of the other State to implement the terms of
any agreement relating 1o the use, distribution or conro] of
such waters; the State Government may, in such form and
Mmauner, as may be prescribed, request the Central
Government to refer the water dispute to a Tribuna for
adjudication

4.4 1) When ally Tequest under section 3 is received from any (Constitution
State Government iy fespect of any water dispute and the of Tribunal
Centra] Government is of opinion that the water dispute cannot

be settled by negotiations, the Central  Government shall,

within a period o exceeding one year from he date of

receipt of such 'equest, by notification in the Official

Gazette, constitute g Water Disputes Tribunal for the

adjudication of (e water dispute:

Provided that any dispute settled by a Tribunal before
the  commencemen of  Inter-Stage Water  Disputes
(Amendmt:nf} Act, 2002 shall not be re-opened:

4[[2) The Tribunal shal consist of a Chairman and two other
members ndininated in this behalf by the Chief Justice of Indiy
from among persons who ar the hme of such nomination are
Judges of the Supreme Court or of a High Court,]

(3) The Central Govermment may, in consultation with the
Tribunal, appoint two O Mare persons as assessors to advise the
Tribumal in the proceedings before g,
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3. (1) When g Tri bunal has been constituted under seetion 4, the
Centra] Government shal). subject to the prohibition containeq
In section 8, refy, the water dispute and ally matter appearing (o
be connecled with, or relevant o, the wate; dispute to the
Tribunal for adjudication.

8 (2) The Tribuna shall nvestigate the matters referred 10 it and
forward 1o (he Central Government g Teport setting out the facrs
as found by it an giving its decision on the matters referred to it
within a periog of three years:

'3) It upon consideration of the decision of the Tribunal, the
Central Government or any State Government ;5 of opinion
that anything therein contained requireg explanation or thy
Buidance is neede Upon any point not originally referred tq the
Tribunal, the Central Government or the State Gnvcmment, as
the cage may be, within three mounths from (he date of the
decision, again refer the matter 1o the Tribunal  fur further
cnnsideratinn_ and on such reference, the Tribunal nay
forward to (he Central Government g further report within pne
Year from the date of such reference giving such explanation
or guidance gg it deems fit and iy such a case, the decision of
the Tribung] shall be  deemed to be modified accordingly:

Tribunal may forward i1s report 1o the Centra] Government may
be extended by the Centraj Gavenuncut, for such further
period as considers necessary,

5{4} If the members of the Tribuna differ in opinjon on any
point. the point shall be decided dccording to the opinion of the

” [5A. If, for any TEASOn 4 vacancy (other than a temporary
absence) oceurs ip the office of the Chairman o any other
member of Tribunal, gych vacancey shall be fijjed by a person
to be nominated iy this behalf by the Chief Justice of India in
dCcordance with the Provisions of sub-section (2) of section 4,
and the investigation of the matter teferred to the Tribunal m ay

-
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be continued by the Tribunal after the vacancy is filled and from
the stuge at which the vacancy occurred, |

6. (1) The Central Government shall publish the decision of the
Tribunal in the Official Gazette and the decision shall be final
and binding on the parties to the dispute and shall be given
effect to by them,

(2) The decision of the Tribunal, after its publication in the
Official Gazette by the Central Government under sub-section
(1) . shall have the same force as an order or decree of the
Supreme Court,

' BA (1) Without prejudice 1o the provisions of section 6. the
Central Government may, by notification in the Oftficial Gazette,
frame a scheme or schemes whereby provision may be made fur
all matters n ccessary to give effect to the decision ol'a Tribunal.

(2) A scheme framed under sub-section (1) may provide for -

() the establishment of any authority (whether described as

such or as 4 committee or other body) for the
implementation of the decision or directions of the Tribunal:
(b) the composition. Jurisdiction, powers and functions of
the authority, term of office and other conditions of service

vacancies ainong, the members of the authority;

(¢) the holding of a minjmym number of meetings of the
authority every vear, the fquorum for such meetings and the
procedure thercar:

(d) the appointinent of any standing, ad hoc or other
commitiees by the authority;

(¢) the employment of 4 Secretary and other staff by the
authority, the pay and allowances and other conditions of
service of such staff,

(D) the constitution of g fund by (he authority, the amounts
that may be credited to such fund and the expenses to which
the fund may be applied;
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(8) the form ang the manner in which dccounts shall be kept
by the authority:

(h) the mlbmissiunbnf an annual report by the authority of js
activities;

&)

() the constitution of , committee for making sych review
and the procedyre to be followed by such comm ittee; and

(k) any other natter which may he lecessary or proper fo

the effective implementation of the decision or directions of
the Tribunal

v (3)In making provision in any scheme frameqd under sub-section

(1) for the establishmeny of an authority for giving effect to the
decision of 4 Iribunal: the Central Government may, having
fegard to the natyre of the Jurisdiction, Powers and functions
required to he yegie N such authority ip dccordance with sych
decision and all other relevang circumsimlces_. declare in the said
scheme that such authority shall, under the name specified in the
said scheme, haye capacity o acquire, hold angd dispose of
Property, enter intq CONtracts, sue and he sued and do g such
acts as may he Necessary for the Proper exercise and d; scharge
of its Jurisdiction Powers and {unctions.

(1) A scheme May empower the authority o make, with (he
Previous approval of the ¢ entral Guvcmmunt, regulations for
giving effect 1o the purposes of the scheme.

(3) The Central Governmen May, by notification ip the Official
Gazette, add 10, amend, or vary, any scheme framed under suh-
section (1),

(6) Every scheme framed under (hig section shall haye effect
nnhwithstanding anything contained ip any law for the titne
being in force (other than this Act) or any Instrument having
effect by virtye of any law other thap this Act. '

(7) Every scheme and every regulation made under a scheme
shall be laid, as soon 45 may be after it is made, before each
House of Parliameny. while it is in sesston, for g tota] period of
thirty days which may be comprised ip ON¢ Session or in two of
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More successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session
immediately following the session or the successive sessions
aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in the
scheme or the regulation or both Houses agree that the scheme
or the regulation should not be made, the scheme or the
regulation shall thereafter have effect only in such modified
form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that
any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice
to the validity of anything previously done under that scheme or
regulation,

7.(1) No State Governinent shall, by reason only of the fact that
any warks for the conservation, regulation or utilisation of water
resources of an inter-State river have been constructed within
the hmits of the State, Impose, or authorise the imposition of
any seigniorage or additional rate of fee (by whatever name
called) in respect of the use of such water by any other State or
the inhabitants thereof

(2) Any dispute or difference between two or more State
Governments with respect to the levy of any water rate in
confravention of the prohibition contained in sub-section tl)
shall be deemed (0 be a water dispute.

8. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 3 or section 5,
no reference shall be made to g Tri bunal of any dispute that may
arise regarding any matter which may be referred to arbitration
under the River Roards Act, '2[1956}.

9. (1) The Tribunal shall have the same powers as are vested in g
civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in respecl

of the following marters, namely -

» . . '
(a) sumumoning and enforcing the attendance of any person
and examining him on oath:

(b) requiring the discovery and production of documents
and material objects:

" (ba) requisitioning of any daty, as may be required by it,

(C) 1ssuing commissions for the examination of wimesses or
for local mvestigation:

(d) any other matter which may be prescribed,
6
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(2) The Tribunal may require any State Government to CarTy
Out, or permit to be cartied out. such surveys and investigation
45 may be considered necessary for the adjudication of any
water dispute pending before it

L

(3) A decision of the Tribuna may contain directions as to the
Government by which the expenses of the Tribunal and any
costs incurred by any State Governmeut in appearing before the
Tribunal are to be paid, and may fix the amount of any expenses
OF COSIS 0 be so paid, and so far as 1t relates to expenses or
COsts, may be enforced ag if it were an order made by the
Supreme (lour,

(4) " [Subject 10 the provisions of this Act and any rules that
may be made hereunder] the Tribunal may, by order, regulate its
practice and procedure

P [9A. (1) The Central Government shall maintain a data bunk
and information system  at the national level for each river
basin which shall include data reparding  water resources,
land, agriculture, ang Matters relating thereto, as the Central
é’icvenunem may prescribe from time to time. The State

Overnment shall supply the darta to the Central Government or
to an agency appointed by the Central Government for the
Purpose, as and when required,

(2) The Central Government shall haye Powers to verify the
data supplied by the State Guvermnent, and appoint any person
OF - persons for the purpose and take such measures as jt may
consider necessary. The person or persons so appointed shall
have the powers 1o summon such records and information
from the concerned State Government as are considered
feCessary to discharge their functiong under this section,

10. * [The Chairman and other members of a Tribunal] and (he
assessors  shall be entitled 10 receive such remuneration,
allowances or fees as may be prescribed.
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L1 Notwithstanding anything contained 1n any other law, Bar of
neither the Supreme Court nor any other court shall have or Jurisdiction of
exercise jurisdiction n respect of any water dispute which may Supreme Court
be referred to a Tribunal under this Act, and other courts

12. The Central Government shall dissolve the Tribunal after it Dissolution
has forwarded its report and as soon as the Central Government  of Tribunal
is satisfied that no further reference to the Tribunal in the matter

would be necessary,

13. (1) The Central Govermnent, after consultation with the Power to
State Governments, may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules
make rules (o carry out the purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the

foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the
following marters, namely;-

(a) the form and manner in which a complaint as to any
water dispute may be made by any State Government:

(b) the maters in respect of which a Tribunal may be vested
with the powers of a civil court,

(¢) the procedure to he followed by a Tribunal under thjs
Act:

{d) the remuneration, allowances or fees payable (o ' (the
Chairman and other members) of a Tribunal and assessors,

b [(e) the terms and conditions of service of officers and
assessors of the Tribunal];

(1) any other matter which has to be, or may be, prescribed.

13) Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as
may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament while
it is in session for a total period of thirty days, ™ [which may be
comprised in Ofie session or in two or more successive sessions,
and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following
the session or the sliccessive sessions atoresaid] both Houses
agree in making any modification in the rule or both Houses
agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafier
have cftect only in such madified form or be of no effect, as the
8




case may be; so, however, that any such modification or

annulment shall be withon prejudice 1o the validity of anything
previously done under that rule ]

2'][14.(1} Natw:rhslanding anything contained in (he foregoing  Constitution of
provisions of thig Act, the Central Government may, by Ravi and Beag
notification in the Official Gazette constitute a Tribunal under Waters Tribungl
this Act, 1o be known as the Ravi and Beag Waters Tribunal for
the verification ung adjudication of the matlers referred to in
paragraphs 9.1 and 9 2 respectively, of the Punjab settlement.

(2) When a Tribunal has been constituted under sub-section (1),
the provisions of sub-sections (2) and (3) of section 4, sub-
\Sections (2), (3) and (4) of section 5 and sections 5A to 13 (both
mclusive) of this Action relating to the constilution, jumdiulicn,
Powers, authority and byr of jurtsdiction shall so far as may be,
but subject ra sub-section (3) hereof appl

: Y 10 the constiturion,
Jurisdiction, POWers, authority and bar of Jurisdiction in relation
to the Tribuna constituted, under sub-section (1),

145 been constituted under sub-section ( 1),
nment alone may suq oto or at the request of

refer the maters specified in

Paragraphs 9.1 and 99 of the Punjab settlement to guch
Tribunals,

Explaination: g the purpose of this  section "Punjab
Settlement" means the memorandum of Settletnent signed a(
New Delhi on the 24th day of July, 1985 ]




Extended 10 Dadra and Nagar Haveli by Regulation 6 of 1963, section 2 and
Scheduled I and 1o Pondicherry by Regulation? of 1963, section 3 Schedule |
Substituted by Act 14 ot 2002, section 2 for insertion of word —‘River’ (with
ettect from 06.08.2002).

Substituted by Act 14 of 2002, section 3(a) (with eftect from 06.08.2002 ),
Substituted by Act 35 of 1968, section 2, for the previous sub-section.
Substituted by Act 14 0f 2002, section 3(b) (with effect from 06.08.2002 ).
Substituted by Act 14 of 2002, section 4 (with effect from 06.08 2002 ),
Substituted hy Act 14 of 2002, section 4 (with effect from 06,08.2002 ).
Inserted by Act 35 of 1968, section 3,

Inserted by Act 35 of 1968, sectiond.

Inserted by Act 14 of 2002, section 5 (with effect from 06.08.2002 ).

' Inserted by Act 45 of 1980, section 2 (with effect from 27.8 | 98())

Substituted by Act 36 of 1957, section 3 and schedule 1L, Tof, F1985”,

Inserted by Act 14 of 2002, section 6 (with effect from 06.08 2007 ).
Substituted by Act 35 of 1968, section 3, for certain words,

Inserted by Act 18 of 2002, section 7 (with effect from 06 08.2002 ).

 Substituted by Act 35 of 1968, section 6, for certain words,

Substituted by section 7, by Act 35 of 1968, for * the presiding Officer”,
Substituted by Act 11 of 2002, section 8 for insertion of word-‘ Assessors’
(with effect from 06.08.2002 ),

Substituted by section 7, by Act 35 of 1968, for the former sub-section,
Substituted by Act 45 of 1980, section 3, for certain words (with effect from
27 81980,

Inserted by Inter-State Water Disputes( Amendment)Act, 1986,
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION & POWER

THE INTER STATE WATER
DISPUTES RULES, 1959

Under Section 13 of the Inter-State Water
Disputes Act, 1956 (No. 33 1956)

(As modified up to the FEBRUARY, 1989)



New Dehi, the 239 June, 1959

GR. 765:- In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 13 of the Inter-State Water
Disputes Act, 1956(33 of 1956), the Central Government, after consultation with the
State Governments hereby makes the following rules, namely;

THE INTER-STATE WATER DISPSUTES RULES, 1959

1. Short Title: Theserules may be called the Inter- State Water Disputes Rules, 1959,

2. Definitions: In theserules -

i) ‘the Act’ means the Inter-State Water Disputes Adt, 1956 (33 of 1956);

i) *Section’ means a section of the Act.

3. Form and manner in which a complaint as to any Water Dispute may be made:
(1) where the government of any State desires to refer, under Section 3, any water dispute
to a Tribuna for adjudication, it shall address a letter in writing, in triplicate signed by a
Secretary to the Government, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of
Irrigation & Power, New Delhi, and such letter shall, unless delivered personally, sent by
registered post.

(2) Such letter shall contain information on the following points, namely:

@ the parties to the water dispute;

(b) the specific matters in dispute between them;

(© any other matter connected with or relevant to the water dispute; and

(d) the efforts, if any, made by the parties themselves to settle the dispute.

4. Notice to parties to nominate representatives: The Tribunal shall, for the purpose
of the proceedings before it, require the parties to the dispute, in the form set out in the

Annexure to these rules, to nominate, within a specified time, persons to present their
case before it.




5. Procedure of representatives are not nominated: Where a party to the proceedings
before a Tribuna falls to nominate any representative to present its case before the
Tribunal or where the representative so nominated does not appear before the Tribunal
the Tribunal may decide the case in the absence of such representative.

6. Remuneration allowance or fees (1) The time spent by the Chairman or a Member
of Tribuna who is a Judge of the Supreme Court or of a High Court, shall count as
actual service within the meaning of paragraph 11(b) (i) of the Part D of the second
Schedule to the congtitution reach with Section 2 (b)(i) of the Supreme Court Judges
(Conditions of Services) Act, 1958 (41 of 1958) or Section 2(1) (c) (i) of the High Court
Judges (conditions of Service) Act, 1954 (28 of 1954), and accordingly be will continue
to draw the remuneration as admissible to him as a Judge of the Supreme Court or of a
High Court, as the case may be.

2 where the chairman or any Member of the Tribunal retires from service as a Judge
of the Supreme Court or a High Court during the term of office of such Chairman or
Member, he shal be pad for the period be serves as Chairman or Member, after
retirement, such salary, which, together with his pension or any other of retirement
benefit shall not except the last pay nor by him before retirement. He shall be on entitled
to such alowances and her benefits except hereinafter, provided, as are admissible to
serving Judges of the Supreme Court or of a High Court, as the case may be.

(3 Where the Chairman or any Members of a Tribunal retires from service as a Judge
of the High Court during the term of office of such Chairman or Member, he shal be
provided with unfurnished Government accommodeation, if available, without payment of
rent, and, in case no such accommodation is provided or he does not avail himself of the
Government accommaodation, he shell be paid every month an amount equal to 12-1/2 per
cent of his pay inclusive of pension as House Rent Allowance.

4 A person, being a serving Government servant appointed as an Assessor by a
Tribunal, shal be paid saary equivalent to the basic pay drawn by him in his parent
Department plus a deputation (duty) allowance as admissible in terms of the Ministry of
Finance O.M. No. F10(24)-E.I11/60 dated 4" May, 1961, as amended from time to time.
He shall be entitled to draw such alowances as are admissible to him as a serving
Government servant.

5) A person, being a retired Government servant appointed as a whole-time Assessor
by a Tribuna shall be paid such salary which, together with his pension and pension
equivalent or any other form of retirement benefit, shall not exceed the last pay drawn by
him before retirement or Rs. 8,000/~ which ever isless. He shall be entitled to draw such
allowances as are admissible to a serving Government servant

A person, not being serving or a retired Government servant appointed as a
whole-time Assessor’’ by a Tribunal, shall be paid such salary as may be determined
keeping in view his status, experience and qualifications provided that such salary, shall



not be more than Rs. 8,000+ per manses. He shall ke entitled to draw such allowances as
are admissible to a serving Government servant of the first grade on such a salary.

(6) A person appointed as an Assessor on parttime basis(whether a retired
Government servant or a non-official) shall be paid such remuneration on a daily basis
for the actual days spent on the Tribunal’s work as may be determined keeping in view
his status, experiences and qualifications.

(7) An Assessor whose normal place of residence is not at the head-quarters of the
Tribunal shall be paid traveling allowance from the place of his residence to the
headquarters of the Tribunal and back for attending the Tribuna’s work at the rate
admissible to a Government servant of the first grade.

7. Appointment of officers of the Tribunal, and their terms and conditions of
services The Centra Government may, in consolation with the Chairman of the
Tribunal, appoint on such terms and conditions as it may determine officers for the
Tribunals

8. Expenditure to be borne by the Central Government: All administrative
expenditure of the Tribuna; and its office, shal be initially borne by the Centra
Government, but will later on be adjusted in accordance with, the decision of the Tribunal
as lad down in sub-section (3) of Section 9.

9. Headquartersof the Tribunal : The Central Government may, by notification in
the official Gazette, fix the headquarters of the Tribunal at such place as it deems fit.




Annexure

(Seerule 4)

To

The Secretary to the Government of

Whereas a water dispute has arisen between the Government of
and viz

(copy enclosed).

And whereas | have been appointed as Chairman of the Tribunal constituted by
the Government of India under Section 4 of the Inter-State Water Disputes Act. 1956 (33
of 1956), in respect of the said water dispute:

Now, therefore, you are hereby required to intimate to me not later than the

name (S) and addresses) of the person(s) whom the

Government of have nominated as it representative(s).

If no such nomination is received by me on or before the aforesaid date, the case

may be decided in the absence of any representative of the State Government.

Chairman of the Tribunal

Date




